FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
HIGH POINT, NORTH CAROLINA
August 16, 2026 11:00 am

SERVICE FOR THE LORD’S DAY

Prior to the service, please greet your neighbor quietly, being respectful of those in prayerful meditation.
After the opening chimes and greeting, please quiet your hearts and voices in preparation for worship.

CHIMING OF THE HOUR
GREETING

VOLUNTARY Higher Ground arr. Chuck Sinclair
ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT O Lord, You Are My God and King JERUSALEM
Hymnal p. 270

CALL TO WORSHIP Susan Osborne
We come together
to listen for God.
We come together
to remember what Jesus taught.
We come together
to be filled with God’s love.
We come together
to learn what is good.
We come together
to worship God who is with us, created us, and loves us.

PRAYER OF INVOCATION
*HYMN 655 What Shall I Render to the Lord MARTYRDOM

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison):

Holy God, we confess we have not been obedient to your will for us. We have sought justice for
ourselves but neglected justice for others. We have insisted on our rights but have not lived rightly
in our relationships. We have desired mercy for our sins, but we have not offered mercy to those
who have sinned against us. By the power of your Holy Spirit free us from the prison of our
disobedience. Help us to love as you have loved us that our lives may testify to your abounding
grace though Jesus Christ. Amen.

Silent prayer of confession

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
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SCRIPTURE Genesis 45:1-15; Matthew 15:10-28
(Pew Bible p. 39, 14)
This is the word of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God!
MOMENT WITH THE CHILDREN Pennies for Hunger
*HYMN 301 Let Us Build a House TWO OAKS
SERMON Words Can Heal Rev. David Smith

SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION
Invitation To the Table
Prayer Of Thanksgiving and The Lord’s Prayer
Words Of Institution
Distribution Of Elements - We invite you to come forward, if able, to receive the bread and take a cup.
(First, side sections come forward by main aisle and return by window aisle.
When sides finish, center section comes forward by the piano aisle and return by the font aisle.
After all sections are served, any who want communion brought to them, please raise your hand.
Balcony section may come forward at any point. Trays for the choir will be taken to the loft.)
Prayer After Communion
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ,
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit that we may
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus
Christ, our Lord. Amen.

CALL TO OFFERING AND OFFERTORY

O Lord, You Know My Heart Sandra T. Ford

*DOXOLOGY Hymnal, p.606
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed)
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his only Son
our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic
Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

*HYMN 689 When the Morning Stars Together WEISSE FLAGGEN

*BENEDICTION



POSTLUDE

* Please stand, as able

Ain't-a That Good News

GOOD NEWS (setting Marianne Kim)

Ushers: Joan Burns, Stuart Rush, Gary Walker, Joan Walker

Lemonade in the Shade: Tricia Mendenhall

Announcements

Welcome to First Presbyterian Church! If today is
your first time worshiping with us, we hope you find
this time both meaningful and joyful. Whether you
are worshiping with us for the first time or you have
been a part of FPC your entire life, we invite you to
fill out the attendance pad at the end of the pew
and pass it along to those worshiping on the pew
with you. We are glad you are herel!

Interested in joining the church? Whether you've
been worshiping with us for a few weeks or for many
years...if you would like to make a formal
commitment to the worship, life, and ministry of
First Presbyterian Church, simply contact David
Smith at david@firstpreshp.org or 336-884-
2248. We traditionally welcome new members on
the last Sunday of every month.

Pennies for Hunger — will be collected today,
August 16, for our quarterly Pennies for Hunger
offering! We take all coins, paper bills and checks
tool

Join us in the Porte Cochere for Lemonade in the
Shade and enjoy some refreshment and fellowship
- we'll be out there serving following the 11:00
worship service through next Sunday, August 23.

Celebration Sunday 2026 will be on Sunday,
August 30 with a covered dish lunch, games and
other fun following the 11:00 am worship service.
Dress casually and join us to celebrate the new
Sunday school year and for some end-of-summer
fellowship!

Come for Summer Choirl Show up on Sundays at
10:15 and sing for the 11:00 am worship service. A
willing heart and voice are all you need! Contact
Amanda Scholz Edwards to let her know your
interest: amanda@firstpreshp.org or 336-884-2248
x 550.

VBS for Adults! Join the Martha Brown Sunday
School class in the Chapel Sunday mornings at
10:00 am starting on August 30. Dave Perry will be
teaching on the book of Romans, looking at key

passages that the kids studied in VBS this summer.
Come learn about Rome, Paul and the
Underground Church!

Memorial Handbell Choir rehearsals will begin on
September 2 from 5:30-6:15. If you have not been
a regular ringer and would like to join, please
contact Anne Carroll (336-880-1548
or annedaltoncarroll@gmail.com). Some music
reading ability is required. This is an adult choir but
we welcome youth to join this fall.

It is with sad hearts that we must say goodbye to
Mike Jenkins our organist, keyboard player, pianist
and composer extraordinaire on September 6.
From the Contemporary Worship Service to the
Traditional Worship Service, to Christmas pageants
and memorial services, Mike has been there to add
solemnity, joy or fun to the event. His talents are
many. We wish him God speed in his new position.
Mike's last day with us is Sunday, September 6.

Flower Calendar-The following dates are
available on the calendar: September 13, 20 and
November 1. If you would like to place flowers in
the sanctuary on one of these dates, please contact
Lynne Ledford at 336-803-2186.

School is no longer in session and some of those
children will be home with little or possibly nothing
to eat. The backpack program provides needed
food and drink for hungry children and much of that
comes from West End Ministries. Since our food
donations go there, our food drives this summer
will focus on the items that go into those backpacks:
cereal, peanut butter and Ramen to put on the
shelves for families and additional items specific for
the backpacks would be items such as Lance snack
crackers, juice boxes, etc. Thank you for your
support in our effort to help ease hunger in our
community ~ The Missions Committee.

Ward Street Food Bank Food Drive for August!

August donations will focus on protein rich
products — Pinto Beans, Black Beans, Navy Beans,
Peanut Butter and canned meats such as Spam,
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canned chicken, SpaghettiOs and Mac & Cheese.
Our goal is once again 250 items. We collected 251
boxes of cereal in July!

Prayer Lists

Recovering at Home: Mark Griffey, Dottie Keever, Joy Luecke, Greg McAdam, William Newman

Continuing Prayer: Mary Dunn, William Griffey, Carol Harden, Paula Hunt, Kay Law, Karol Laws, Susan Martz,
Juli Brockmann McDowell, Susan Osborne, Rob Perry, Kate Post, Betty Safrit, Mary Jo Southern, Janice
Taylor, Sue Woodcock

Military: Captain Michael Bencini (Navy); Staff Sergeant John Cooper (Marine Corps), Sergeant First Class
Seth Hall (Army), Corporal Kristin Hamilton (Marine Corps), MMA/FN Brenner Tarolli (Navy)

Calendar
Sunday, August 16 Wednesday, August 19
Pennies for Hunger 6:00 pm Contemporary Worship Rehearsal
9:00 am Contemporary Worship Service Sunday, August 23
10:00 am Sunday School 9:00 am Contemporary Worship Service
11:00 am Traditional Worship Service 10:00 am Sunday School
5:00 pm Property Committee 11:00 am Traditional Worship Service

6:00 pm Finance Committee
7:00 pm Session

First Presbyterian Church
918 N. Main Street
High Point, NC 27262

Rev. David Smith, Transitional Pastor
Amanda Scholz-Edwards, Interim Director of Music
Michael Jenkins, Organist & Assistant Director of Music
Anne Carroll, Interim Handbell Director
Heather Redding, Director of Children’s Ministries
Sammie Braxton, Parish Visitor
Brad Mendenhall, Youth Activities Coordinator

Our vision: Cultivating disciples of Christ.

Our mission statement: Worship God. Love one another. Serve our neighbors.



